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CAVALRY TO BE DE-INSTALLED FROM GRAND RAPIDS ART MUSEUM ON AUGUST 8

Last Two Weekends to See Winning Drawing Before ArtPrize 2011

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., July 28, 2011— The ArtPrize® organization and the Grand Rapids Art Museum (GRAM) today announced that Cavalry, American Officers, 1921, the first-place winner of the 2010 ArtPrize Award by artist Chris LaPorte, will be on view at the Museum for only two more weekends, until August 7. The piece will be transferred from its current location in GRAM’s DeVos/Van Andel East Court Gallery on August 8 to make room for preparations for GRAM’s 2011 ArtPrize installations.

The 28-foot-wide, pencil-on-paper drawing is being moved on Monday, August 8, 2011, and will be installed at a later date at 41 Sheldon Ave., home of The ArtPrize Hub. It will be viewable in the public lounge during ArtPrize 2011.  

“Like the winner that preceded it, Cavalry has become a cherished icon of ArtPrize,” said Catherine Creamer, executive director of ArtPrize. “We are grateful to Chris LaPorte for participating in the ArtPrize competition and look forward to maintaining this piece as part of ArtPrize’s growing collection of inspiring artwork.”

More than 300,000 people have visited GRAM since the installation of Cavalry 11 months ago, making it among the most-viewed works of art in Grand Rapids. LaPorte’s large-scale drawing depicts a group of several uniformed officers in stunning detail. The work was inspired by a reference photo, depicting an event of cavalry officers stationed at Camp Grant, located outside of Rockford, Illinois. It was created in homage to LaPorte’s father, who died shortly before he started work on the drawing.

“It has been our honor to have exhibited the winners of the past two ArtPrize competitions,” said Dana Friis-Hansen. “The ArtPrize event is an inventive, unorthodox approach to engaging the public with art, and the best contemporary art pushes the boundaries of the familiar into something extraordinary. We are looking forward to seeing what surprises ArtPrize has in store for 2011.” 

Cavalry will be viewable to the public at GRAM for the next two weekends before de-installation begins on August 8. Chris LaPorte will be overseeing the transition to 41 Sheldon with the GRAM curatorial team.

“Cavalry offered a significant opportunity to combine a number of different portraits into one massive drawing,” said LaPorte. “Each face evokes its own tone and personality, like notes on a musical scale, which combined create something that’s bigger than the sum of its parts.” 

LaPorte, who began his career making caricatures and other drawings, has spent nearly 20 years developing a personalized iconography of human life, more than 85,000 people, which he transforms into portraits and public installations of all sizes.

Hundreds of thousands of people have made their way to Grand Rapids to view, discuss and vote in the ArtPrize competition during the past two years. ArtPrize 2011 will host 1,582 projects by artists from 36 countries and 43 states at 164 venues. More than 500,000 people are expected to attend and vote during the 2011 event.

About the Grand Rapids Art Museum

The mission of the Grand Rapids Art Museum (GRAM) is: to inspire discovery, enjoyment, and learning about art; to serve as a welcoming and inclusive cultural resource; to collect, conserve, and interpret authentic works of art of the finest quality. Established in the heart of downtown Grand Rapids, the new Art Museum is internationally known for its distinguished design and LEED Gold certified status. Established in 1910 as the Grand Rapids Art Association, GRAM has grown to include more than 5,000 works of art, including American and European 19th and 20th century painting and sculpture and more than 3,500 works on paper. Embracing the city’s legacy as a leading center of design and manufacturing, GRAM has a growing collection in the area of design and modern craft.

About ArtPrize

The ArtPrize competition is a radically open, international event, focused on expanding and broadening the conversation about art. Registered artists and venues match with one another at artprize.org and the public votes for the winners using mobile devices and the Web.  ArtPrize 2011 will include 1,582 artists from around the world participating in the unprecedented competition that awards $474,000 to the prize winners. Since its inception, individuals of all backgrounds have cast more than 799,000 votes for public art.
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