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GRAM PRESENTS THE JANSMA PRINT COLLECTION AT THE GRAND RAPIDS ART 
MUSEUM: FIVE CENTURIES OF MASTERPIECES, MARCH 8 – SEPTEMBER 1, 2013 

 
Exhibition includes works on paper by Rembrandt van Rijn, Max Pechstein, Albrecht Dürer, 

Édouard Manet, and Giovanni Domenico Tiepolo, inspired by Christian themes 
 
 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., February 26, 2013 – The Grand Rapids Art Museum (GRAM) presents 
The Jansma Print Collection at the Grand Rapids Art Museum: Five Centuries of Masterpieces, 
on view March 8 – September 1, 2013, an exhibition of printmaking by masters, spanning the 
16th through the 20th centuries and focusing on Christian and Biblical themes. The Jansma Print 
Collection contains works on paper by Albrecht Dürer, Max Pechstein, Rembrandt van Rijn, 24 
newly acquired works by Italian artist Giovanni Domenico Tiepolo, and a print by Édouard Manet. 
These prints are considered masterpieces within GRAM's collection and represent artists diverse 
in nationality, style and technique. 
 
This exhibition offers an opportunity to explore the prints in the galleries, participate in gallery 
talks and drop-in tours, and engage with the works of art through a free interactive iPad app, 
available March 8 in the iTunes store. 
 
"The passion the Jansma family shares for art, history, and spirituality is contagious," said Dana 
Friis-Hansen, GRAM Director and CEO. "Their gifts to the Museum have resonating effects for 
those who have been able to see these prints first-hand." 
 
The Jansma Print Collection at GRAM highlights the many printmaking masterpieces in the 
Jansma Collection and celebrates a recent gift of 24 works of art, forming the complete series of 
The Flight into Egypt (1750-1753) by Giovanni Domenico Tiepolo. This gift completes one of the 
goals of the Jansma Print Collection—to include masterpieces of printmaking from the sixteenth 
through the twentieth centuries, centered on Christian themes. The exhibition includes: works by 
Albrecht Dürer, who represents the 16th century; 17th-century artist Rembrandt van Rijn, whose 
featured works include The Three Crosses, fourth state, the greatest masterpiece in the 
Museum’s print collection; the recent gift of 18th century Tiepolo works; Édouard Manet, 
representing the 19th century; and 20th-century artist Max Pechstein.  
 
Including the Flight Into Egypt acquisition, there are now 57 total works in the Jansma Print 
Collection. These gifts add to the collection of over 3,500 works on paper at the Museum, and 
help make GRAM a destination for print scholars, printmakers, and students.  
 
Selected works from this exhibition were on view at GRAM during Inspired by the Season in 
December; now, you can enjoy the complete collection on view during The Jansma Print 
Collection at the Grand Rapids Art Museum: Five Centuries of Masterpieces. 
 
About Giovanni Domenico Tiepolo and The Flight Into Egypt series: 
Giovanni Domenico Tiepolo (1727-1804) was one of the most important Italian artists of the 
eighteenth century. Primarily a painter, he quickly excelled at the technique of etching and 
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completed over 175 etchings during his career. The Flight Into Egypt etchings are Domenico’s 
masterpiece, created during a formative period of his career. The artist’s ability to convey light as 
well as form solely through line is masterful. His active, expressive strokes bring the scenes to 
life. By 1750 Tiepolo was a newly established artist, having trained under his father Giovanni 
Battista Tiepolo in Venice. At the time he was creating the Flight Into Egypt etchings, he was 
assisting his father with the frescoes for the palace of Carl Philipp von Greiffenklau, prince-bishop 
of Würzburg. Before leaving Germany in 1753, Domenico completed and published the twenty-
four etchings and published them as Idee pittoresche sopra la fugga in Egitto (Picturesque Ideas 
on the Flight Into Egypt), dedicated to the prince-bishop. 
 
The story of Mary, Joseph and Jesus’ flight into Egypt is told in the Bible, Matthew 2: 13-15. A 
more detailed description of the Flight is provided in the Apocrypha gospels, the texts of which 
had been used by artists as source material for centuries.  
 
With The Flight Into Egypt series, Domenico Tiepolo applies masterful etching technique and 
careful observations of human expression and gesture to a Biblical narrative, drawing out subtle 
nuances from the traditional story. 
 
About the iPad app: 
The Jansma Print Collection iPad app is available March 8 in the iTunes store and presents 
information about the artists featured in The Jansma Print Collection at the Grand Rapids Art 
Museum: Five Centuries of Masterpieces, their techniques, and social history in one user-friendly 
resource. Engaging interactive elements allow users to dive deeper into the work, discovering 
details and highlights of this important area of the museum's collection. Explore the exhibition 
with this digital publication presented by GRAM and designed by Conduit Studios. 
 
About the Jansma Family Works on Paper Study Room 
The Jansma Family Works on Paper Study is an important community resource on Level II of the 
Grand Rapids Art Museum, containing over 3,500 works on paper. These works of art of 
European and American origin date from 1500 to the present and constitute a history of the 
mediums of printmaking, drawing, and photography.  
 
The Works on Paper Study is a resource for guests who are seeking a unique experience with 
significant works from art history, looking to learn more about the prints, drawings, and 
photographs in the Museum’s collection, or are looking for an opportunity to view other works of 
art that address Easter themes. 
 
Visit artmuseumgr.org for the hours of operation for the Jansma Family Works on Paper Study 
Room. 
 
About the Jansma Print Collection at GRAM 
In 2005, the Jansma Print Collection of the Grand Rapids Art Museum was established as a 
collection of prints by some of art history’s most celebrated artists who have been inspired by 
Christian faith and Biblical themes. A growing collection that now includes fifty-seven prints, the 
Jansma Collection is also recognized for the superior quality of each impression, constituting a 
masterpiece collection of prints. The sixteen engravings of Albrecht Dürer’s Passion of Christ and 
Rembrandt’s Christ Preaching (La Petit Tombe) are superlative impressions of rare and important 
Old Master prints. 
 
The Jansma Family blends a deep commitment of faith with gifts of art masterpieces, enhancing 
the collection of the Museum and enriching the community by providing access to these important 
works of art.   
 
Related Programming 
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Mar 08 - Gallery Talk: The Jansma Print Collection at GRAM. Part of GRAM's Friday Night 
Conversations. 7pm. Free with admission. 
Mar 29 - Self-Guided Tour: Exploring Easter Themes in the Jansma Collection. Part of GRAM's 
Friday Night Conversations. 7pm. Free with admission. 
Apr 05 - Gallery Talk: The Elements of Printmaking, with Rick Beerhorst and Anthony Mead. Part 
of GRAM's Friday Night Conversations. 7pm. Free with admission. 
June 04 - Drop-in Tour. 1pm. Free with admission. 
June 18 - Drop-in Tour. 1pm. Free with admission. 
July 09 - Drop-in Tour. 1pm. Free with admission. 
July 23 - Drop-in Tour. 1pm. Free with admission. 
 
Visit artmuseumgr.org for more upcoming programs and events. 
 
About the Grand Rapids Art Museum 
The mission of the Grand Rapids Art Museum (GRAM) is: to inspire discovery, enjoyment, and 
learning about art; to serve as a welcoming and inclusive cultural resource; to collect, conserve, 
and interpret works of art of the finest quality. Established in the heart of downtown Grand 
Rapids, the new Art Museum is internationally known for its distinguished design and LEED Gold 
certified status.  Established in 1910 as the Grand Rapids Art Association, GRAM has grown to 
include more than 5,000 works of art, including American and European 19th and 20th century 
painting and sculpture and more than 3,000 works on paper. Embracing the city’s legacy as a 
leading center of design and manufacturing, GRAM has a growing collection in the area of design 
and modern craft.  
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